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Introduction

At Lewknor C of E Primary School we believe that language and literacy are fundamental to the overall
development of the child and their access to all aspects of the curriculum. We aim to develop the abilities of all
children in our school to communicate their ideas effectively in speech and writing. We also believe that by
developing the reading and listening skills in our pupils they will become effective communicators. There is a
sharp focus on ensuring children gain the language comprehension necessary to read. The curriculum
promotes, and provides many opportunities for, reading a wide range of texts.

Intent

We aim to develop in all children, irrespective of background, race or gender:

. a love for reading where pupils choose to read frequently for enjoyment and information

. the ability to read easily, fluently and with good understanding

. a strong command of the written and spoken word in order to communicate and respond effectively

. a high awareness of audience and the ability to adapt their language and style for different
purposes/genres and audiences

o an interest in words and their meanings to acquire a wide vocabulary

° a good understanding of grammar and punctuation

e alegible fluent handwriting style

e the confidence and competence to produce high quality writing

° their powers of imagination, inventiveness, critical awareness and apply these skills across the curriculum

° provide a language-rich environment that promotes a culture of reading and writing

° develop in children a love of books by exposing them to a wide variety of quality books

. teach the basic skills of writing daily — grammar, spelling, handwriting and punctuation — to liberate

creativity

. foster in children the confidence, desire and ability to express their views and opinions both orally and in
writing

. enable all children to reach their full potential in becoming literate pupils by the time they leave at the end
of year 6

. Teachers have identified pupils vulnerable to achievement. Interventions are put in place and these pupils
make accelerated progress

Implementation
Statutory requirements for the teaching and learning of English are laid out in the National Curriculum

Programmes of Study (2014) and in the Communication and Language and Literacy sections of the Statutory
Framework for the Early Years Foundation Stage (2021).

In the Foundation Stage (Reception), children are given opportunities to: speak and listen and represent ideas
in their activities; use communication, language and literacy in every part of the curriculum; become immersed
in an environment rich in print and opportunities to communicate.

At Key Stage One (Years 1 and 2), children learn to speak confidently and listen to what others have to say. They
learn to read and write independently and with enthusiasm. They learn to use language to explore their own
experiences and imaginary worlds. Children are given opportunities to speak and listen throughout all subject
areas.
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At Key Stage Two (Years 3 - 6), children learn to change the way they speak and write to suit different situations,
purposes and audiences. They read a range of texts and respond to different layers of meaning in them. They
explore the use of language in literary and non-literary texts and learn how the structure of language works.

The Governing Body receives regular reports on the progress of English provision.

Subject Organisation

Teachers plan and teach a variety of genres as well as key grammar, spelling and punctuation skills. Each class
from Foundation Stage to Year 6 has an English working wall that is used to display work, which shows
progression across the school.

Approaches to Speaking and Listening

We believe that speaking and listening skills are an intrinsic part of the writing process. A child needs to be able
to say a sentence before they can write it. To help develop this skill, teachers are expected to plan oral activities
into their weekly planning so that children have the opportunity to think and say their sentences before they
begin writing.

Children are also given many opportunities to retell familiar stories and poems and are expected to know them
by heart. This gives them the chance to orally practise using the language of a writer/poet. Each year group has
performance poetry units throughout the year. During these units children are expected to perform to a live
audience and to know the poem off by heart.

We champion creative writing and welcome children to create their own poetry. We celebrate all writing
including poetry on our website.

Approaches to Reading

Children in the Foundation Stage class and Key Stage 1 take home each week several levelled books from school
according to their ability. Parents are encouraged to hear their child read the book and then record how they
have got on. This encourages teacher - parent communication and involves adults in the learning process. In Key
Stage 2 children choose books to take home and read. Children who still require a more structured approach to
reading have access to the levelled reading scheme. Throughout the Key Stage children become more
independent in recording what they have read in their reading journals. However, we still encourage all readers
to share a book at home with their family members for at least 10 minutes per night. We believe that this not
only helps to develop inferential skills, but also supports a lifelong love of reading.

Reading for enjoyment

We recognise that reading is a core tool for life and we aim to foster a love for reading in our children. We have
identified the need for children to be heard read and to be read to on a daily basis and throughout the
curriculum. Children should be exposed to quality texts and vocabulary above their own reading abilities.
Through reading, pupils are introduced to new vocabulary that can then be used in their own writing and speech.

Phonics

See separate phonics policy.

We follow Twinkl phonics sheme of learning.

Storybooks
In Twinkl phonics children read storybooks that are closely matched to their developing phonic knowledge.
Spelling

Children use their phonic knowledge to become confident spellers. All year groups have regular Spelling,
Punctuation and Grammar sessions during which new words, grouped together by common spelling patterns,
are investigated and practised. We make sure children have plenty of time to practise and apply their new
vocabulary knowledge in their English lessons. We also encourage the use of a dictionary and a thesaurus as well
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as other independent strategies to ensure children feel confident to take responsibility for expanding their own
vocabulary.

We understand that weekly home spelling lists and tests is not always a model of learning that suits all children,
nor does it always produce confident, successful spellers and writers in the long run. We use regular formative
assessment strategies to closely monitor children’s progress, and adapt our teaching strategies accordingly. Our
overall aim is to expand a child’s vocabulary and children learn to spell by actively exploring, reading and writing
new words each week. The proof is ultimately in the children's writing, which we love to see full of ambitious
language which children are excited to use!

Guided Reading

Guided reading sessions take place four times a week. Children are grouped according to ability; each group
has one guided session per week with the teacher who plans and assesses each child’s ability. This is then
recorded onto a guided reading record sheet and is used as a continuous monitoring method to ensure
children are in correct groups and are making good progress.

Guided reading sessions should consist of a carousel of word and comprehension skills:
handwriting

spelling

reading with the teacher to develop comprehension skills orally

follow up task linked to the book they are reading

Comprehension

In EYFS children are taught how to use a range of texts to find information, how to form their own opinions of a
text and encouraged to share their ideas in a range of situations.

From Year 1 through to the end of KS2 pupils are taught specific skills which enable them to decode the meaning
of a text and how to form and express their own personal opinions and make comparisons. Teachers use high-
order questioning skills to ensure children have a deeper understanding of a text. It is expected that teachers
carefully plan their questions before a reading session to ensure a range of question types (both literal and
inferential).

In both Key Stages, children will also get the chance to apply written comprehension skills by reading a text and
answering questions that need written answers.

Approaches to Writing

Teachers use a range of texts suggested by The Literacy Tree to base their writing lessons from which are high-
quality, diverse and engaging. The children will have opportunities to write meaningful outcomes, with a clear
audience in mind such as to explain, persuade, instruct and inform. This is set out in the National Curriculum
where it states, ‘that all pupils write clearly, accurately and coherently, adapting their language and style in and
for a range of contexts, purposes and audiences.” When required, planning sequences can be adapted and
personalised to ensure all children can reach the desired outcome.

Making Progress

Children are given individual writing targets, which are stuck in their English books, and they are expected to
work on these in all areas of the curriculum. The teacher and pupil monitor these writing targets daily and new
targets are set when necessary and according to individual needs.
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Handwriting — See the Handwriting Policy.

Inclusion

We recognise that there are children of widely different abilities in all classes therefore we provide learning
opportunities for all children by matching the challenge of the task to the ability of the child. We achieve this in
a variety of ways:

. setting common tasks which are open ended and can have a variety of responses

. setting tasks of increasing difficulty for more able children

. grouping children by ability and setting different tasks for each group

. providing resources of varying complexity depending on the need of the child

. providing opportunities for individual and small group work for those pupils who have been identified as
requiring additional support

Where pupils do not make good progress, interventions are put into place to ensure that gaps in learning are
addressed. Where pupils show a talent in English they are provided with additional support in order to ensure
their learning moves forward.

Assessment
Reading

Teachers assess children’s reading in a variety of contexts (both informal and formal) continuously. Some
examples of reading assessment opportunities include:

. on-going teacher assessment during daily lessons
° guided reading sessions

. New Salford reading test

e  end of key stage and non-statutory test scores

Writing

Progress is monitored on an on-going basis in English lessons. Each child writes an unaided piece of writing
during assessment week, at least three times a year. This piece of writing, and all other writing completed by
the children on a day-to-day basis, is assessed against criteria based on end-of-year expectations.

Reporting
Children’s progress is formally reported to parents/guardians in the summer term and is discussed with

parents/guardians at parent evenings.

Roles and Responsibilities

The Headteacher will:

. provide support by encouraging staff and praising good practice

. monitor learning and teaching through lesson observations

. give feedback to teachers following lesson observations

. support staff development through in-service training and provision of resources

The English Co-ordinator will:
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. monitor the provision of English in the school e.g. through the scrutiny of children’s work

. ensure continuity by moderating throughout the school

. keep up-to-date with new developments and keep staff informed

. formulate, maintain and review the English Policy and English action plan (see School Development Plan)
. track progress in English and identify areas for development

The Class teacher will:

. be responsible for the teaching of English
. differentiate for each child so that each child makes excellent progress
. assess children’s work in order to detail future planning
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